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Introduction

The Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) has always been opposed to the UK’s membership of the European Union. It supported withdrawal from the European Economic Community (EEC) in the 1975 UK referendum and was one of very few Northern Ireland parties to support Brexit in 2016. In the 2016 referendum, the four other parties serving in the now-collapsed Northern Ireland Excutive - Sinn Féin, the Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP), Alliance and even the previously Eurosceptic Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) supported Remain. Alone among the sizeable parties in supporting Brexit, the DUP leadership’s position was adopted by most (70 per cent) of DUP supporters in the Brexit referendum. Notwithstanding their party’s Remain stance, a majority (58 per cent) of UUP supporters also voted to leave the EU.
 
This paper draws data upon studies of members of the two main unionist parties in Northern Ireland, plus election evidence. Our membership study of the DUP
 was concluded prior to the Brexit referendum and as such does not contain data directly pertaining to the Brexit referendum. However, the study involved quantitative and qualitative analyses of constructions of a particularistic British identity among party members, informative in indicating why the DUP opposes EU membership. The research indicated extensive hostility to EU projects (only two per cent of DUP members supported the extension of the Single European Currency to the UK). It also demonstrated much antagonism towards external ‘meddling’ in Northern Ireland via bilateral arrangements with the Irish Republic – attitudes with important implications for understanding the DUP’s approach to other non-UK actors with influence in Northern Ireland notably the EU. To this study of DUP members, we add data from the most recent election in Northern Ireland, the 2017 Westminster General Election
 showing the extensively anti-EU attitudes of DUP voters – and unionists more broadly. We also draw upon a recent (2016-18) membership study of the UUP membership to further illuminate the extent to which the British identity of unionists may be accompanied by an anti-EU dimension and a stress upon UK sovereignty.
DUP membership demographics and Brexit
We need to firstly examine the demographics of the DUP to assess whether it contains characteristics which make it more likely to support Brexit. In Northern Ireland, social class and age were far less important as variables than religion, ideology and nationality, with Protestants, Unionists and British identifiers far more likely to support Brexit than those identifying as Catholic, Nationalist or Irish.
 Given that the DUP is overwhelmingly Protestant (97 per cent) and Unionist (all members) and its members largely identify as British (see below) clearly the party membership profile is Brexit aligned. 
A majority (73 per cent) of DUP members are male; the UK referendum indicated that men were more likely to vote Leave than women. Of the other Brexit variables evident elsewhere in the UK, the DUP is traditionally seen as a more working-class party than its middle-class UUP counterpart and as such might be aligned to an anti-EU stance on a class basis. Indeed, in terms of class self-identification, however, 41 per cent of the DUP identify as working class, with 35 per cent viewing themselves as middle class. Yet, as noted, social class was not key to Brexit stances in Northern Ireland and has also diminished as a factor in intra-unionist bloc party choice
. Most DUP members are objectively middle-class (almost 40 per cent of post-1998 recruits having a degree or equivalent higher education qualification).  Age was a key variable in the referendum in Great Britain. In common with most other political parties, the bulk of the DUP’s members are middle-aged, but, with an average age of 51, the party’s base is youthful compared to the few other political parties surveyed in Northern Ireland and compared to the main UK-wide parties
 (one-fifth of the party is aged below 35). On age alone therefore, one might expect DUP members to be less pro-Brexit than some other party memberships, clearly not the case. 
Geography may have contributed to the DUP’s pro-Brexit stance. The DUP’s membership base is geographically skewed with members unlikely to live near the border, so important in sensitivities over EU withdrawal. Most DUP members are located in the eastern counties of Antrim and Down, which account for 29 per cent and 35 per cent of members respectively. Elswwhere, membership is modest, with 11 per cent of members hailing from Tyrone, a further 11 per cent from Londonderry, 8 per cent from Fermanagh, and 6 per cent from Armagh. UUP members, in contrast, are drawn disproportionately highly from border counties potentially most affected by EU withdrawal (e.g. 18 per cent of UUP members live in Fermanagh, the county with the longest border with the Irish Republic and one which provides only 3 per cent of Northern Ireland’s population) – but a (narrow) majority back withdrawal from the EU. Although the UUP leadership supported the Remain position at the time of the referendum, 46 per cent of UUP members support withdrawal from the EU, with 39 per opposed and 13 per cent undecided. 

Why does the DUP membership support Brexit?

The demographics of DUP membership do not necessarily skew the party in a Brexit direction, but religion, identity and ideology certainly do. A consistent theme of DUP opposition has been infringement by the EU of UK sovereignty. A theme articulated for many years under the leadership of Ian Paisley frim 1971 to 2008 was that the EU was an expansionist Roman Catholic conspiracy
 although this expired from DUP discourse following Paisley’s departure. Despite their criticisms of the EU, the DUP used it for domestic purposes, being seen to battle for more resources for Northern Ireland and enjoyed consistent election success. For many years, European Parliament elections were the only contests in wich the DUP outpolled the UUP.

The DUP has not challenged the argument that Northern Ireland has been a net financial beneficiary fo EU membership. The dire referendum warnings of the economic damage potentially wrought by Brexit were magnified in Northern Ireland
 with forecasts predicting a fall in growth and no alternative Northern Ireland-specific forecasts, suggesting local growth, appearing. Shortly after the referendum result, the DUP First Minister, Arlene Foster and Sinn Féin Deputy First Minister, Martin McGuinness, wrote to the UK Prime Minister warning of the ‘unique vulnerability’ of Northern Ireland’s agri-food sector to the abandonment of tariff-free cross-border trade. Northern Ireland has also benefited from EU subvention. It has been claimed that ‘given the scale and scope of the PEACE programme in Northern Ireland and the Border Region of Ireland there are very few organisations which have not benefitted from its funding’.
 Yet economic issues have rarely usurped those of sovereignty amongst the DUP hardcore. Asked to list their most important political issue, ‘Northern Ireland’s place in the United Kingdom’ was the most popular choice of DUP members in our study, double the percentage of members identifying the economy as their priority issue. The biggest single motivation for joining the DUP, offered by 36 per cent of members, was their Party’s defence of the Union, a much higher factor than the DUP’s other policies. This is despite few such members thinking that a united Ireland is likely in the near future, at Table 1 shows:

Table 1 ‘In the next 20 years do you think it is likely or unlikely that there will be a united Ireland?’ – responses of DUP members (%)

	
	% of DUP members

	Very likely
	 3.8

	Quite Likely
	 8.7

	Even chance
	 4.3

	Quite unlikely
	17.3

	Very Unlikely
	65.9


(All tables sourced from our membership survey of the DUP, unless stated)

 Among DUP voters at the 2017 General Election, ‘Brexit’ and ‘Northern Ireland’s place in the United Kingdom’ were ranked of equal importance, even though there was no immediate threat to the latter. 
The looming Brexit has been accompanied by repeated warnings of a hardening of the soft border on the island of Ireland, with suggestions that its strengthening could risk violence and threaten the peace process.
  The DUP declares that it does not want a hard border between Northern Ireland and Ireland and concurs with the UK government’s insistence that no new infrastructure need be installed at the border. However, the appeals by a variety of groups embracing UK ‘Remainers’, the Irish government, EU member state governments and EU negotiators to DUP members to protect the peace process and the 1998 Good Friday Agreement – rejected by the DUP at the time - hold little enticement. 
Among DUP members, the ‘peace process’ is perceived as one of concessions to nationalists as much as it seen outwith as an internationally lauded model of international amd multi-party agreement between historic enemies. More than half (52 per cent) believe that nationalists benefited ‘a lot more than unionists’ and a further 17 per cent argue that nationalists benefited ‘a little more’. Paramilitary prisoner releases and policing reforms were particularly strongly opposed by DUP members. Only a minority (35 per cent) of DUP members believe that there ‘is a lasting peace in Northern Ireland’. Sixty-one per cent of DUP members believe that dissidents pose a ‘major threat’, with a further 37 per cent regarding the threat as ‘minor’ and a mere 2 per cent being entirely dismissive of the dissidents.  The continuing security threat is officially classified as severe and the perpetuation of violence, albeit mainly at a low level, has done nothing to assuage the anger of DUP members over earlier policing changes. Even those who perceive the conflict as over see the future as one of contestation. According to former DUP leader Peter Robinson:
While there is good reason to be optimistic that after nearly forty years of terrorism, the military conflict in Northern Ireland is over, the political battle between unionism and nationalism goes on. Republicans have not called a halt to aspiring to a United Ireland and we as unionists will tenaciously hold to the Union with Great Britain.

The DUP was isolated in its opposition to the peace and political processes of the 1990s and appears similarly impervious to contemporary external pressure. Indeed, the opprobrium of party members towards the Good Friday Agreement so evident in 1998 has slightly increased (see Table 2). More members would vote no if a referendum on the deal was held tomorrow than was the case two decades ago. 
Table 2 How did you vote in the 1998 referendum on the Belfast Agreement? – and how would you vote in a referendum tomorrow?  DUP and UUP members

	
	1998
	1998
	If referendum tomorrow
	If referendum tomorrow

	
	DUP
	UUP
	DUP
	UUP

	No
	68.0
	22.6
	72.9
	42.2

	Yes
	16.0
	59.3
	22.4
	53.3

	Chose not to vote/Would not vote
	 3.1
	1.4
	  4.7
	 4.5

	Not old enough to vote
	 11.9
	10.6
	
	

	Can’t remember
	  1.0
	 6.2
	
	


As Table 2 also shows, disquiet over that deal has increased among UUP members, whose party backed the Agreement in 1998. Thus, whilst the Good Friday Agreement may be hailed globally as a model peace agreement which needs to be preserved, with Brexit perhaps softened or even abandoned to achieve this, such appeals fail to resonate among many unionist party members.

The DUP’s insistence in terms of its Brexit approach is upon Northern Ireland being treated identically to the rest of the UK, with no special status, such as continued alignment to the single market, being awarded solely to Northern Ireland. The DUP’s support for devolution within the UK may be predicated upon the perception that Northern Ireland can govern itself but this applies only to certain social and moral issues (such as same-sex marriage or abortion) and not to the ‘high politics’ of foreign policy. Here, the DUP’s regionalism disappears into its robust defence of Northern Ireland’s place as an integral part of the Union. 
In this respect, the DUP still struggles to accommodate Strand Two of the Good Friday Agreement, the all-Ireland dimension, to which many members remain hostile, even though the cross-border institutional arrangements are anodyne and unthreatenng. Table 3 shows the extent of opposition to the all-island bodies established in the 1998 deal. The attitudes of UUP members are also shown; as can be seen, whilst that membership is more sanguine, hostility to the cross-national project is far from confined to the DUP among unionists. 

Table 3 Attitudes towards North-South/All-Island/Cross-Border Bodies among DUP and UUP members

	
	DUP %
	UUP %

	Strongly Support
	 8.1
	  4.0

	Support
	15.3
	27.9

	Neither Support or Oppose
	23.4
	31.2

	Oppose
	23.7
	20.5

	Strongly Oppose
	29.5
	16.4


It is difficult to see Food Safety and Inland Waterways all-Ireland bodies as subverting the Union. Yet at as DUP councillor, in a typical broadside put it, external ‘inteference’ from a ‘foreign’ country via North–South/All-Ireland institutions is problematic:

That was set up under the Belfast Agreement. I am opposed to it as a unionist. I believe that they shouldn’t be there. We are part of the United Kingdom and that is where we hope to remain. I am not really opposed to the British-Irish Council because that also includes Wales and Scotland. I don’t mind having a good working relationship with the Republic of Ireland, but I don’t think that we should have the institutions there.

Opposition to pooled institutional arrangements with neighbouring Ireland is extended to such apparatus constructed by the EU. Both are seen as threatening to unfettered UK sovereignty. More North–South bodies can only be approved by the Northern Ireland Assembly, allowing a unionist veto over their growth, but the perception of the Irish government among DUP members is akin to their view of the EU. Both, in the DUP worldview, are incrementalist integrationists never satisfied until their ultimate respective projects of unification are complete. Neo-functionalist logic of invisible borders and seamless cooperation remains far from established within the DUP. The suspicion of bilateral arrangements with the Irish government is long-standing, is pervasive throughout unionism, but especially strong among DUP members, as Table 4 shows. 
Table 4 How much say do you think an Irish government of any party should have in the way Northern Ireland is run? DUP and UUP members

	
	DUP %
	UUP %

	No say at all
	83.4
	66.8

	Some say
	13.6
	27.5

	A little say
	 2.2
	 5.2

	A great deal of say
	 0.8
	 0.5


Table 4 may go some way to explaining the DUP’s hostility to the current axis between the Irish government and the EU’s Brexit negotiators, the latter having promised that Irish interests regarding the border with Northern Ireland will be paramount. The conclusion of trade negotiations is conditional upon satisfactory resolution of the border issue, with a backstop alignment with EU customs and single market rules required if a EU-UK trade agreement or bespoke solutuns fail to address the matter. For the DUP, the Irish government-EU joint approach is unwarranted interference, with the border issue seen as being used by the Irish government to revive old territorial designs on Northern Ireland. 
Holding the balance of power at Westminster, the DUP has used its position to pressurize the Conservative government to ensure Northern Ireland forms part of a UK-wide approach to Brexit. The DUP refused initially to sign off on an otherwise agreed EU-UK position in December 2017, until the joint report downgraded ‘Northern Ireland only’ proposals.
 DUP support for the Conservative government is conditional upon Northern Ireland departing the EU on the same terms as the rest of the UK rather than being placed dangling in a semi-EU arrangement which in the DUP ‘s view would be a step towards a united Ireland.
Loyalty to the Conservatives is conditional, although this has long been a feature of unionism. The Conservatives are the most natural allies of either of the main unionist parties according to their memberships, as Table 5 shows. The greater leaning towards the Conservatives among UUP members in Table 5 may reflect that the two parties were once formally aligned but may also be based upon the DUP study being completed prior to Jeremy Corbyn’s election to the Labour leadership, which may have increased DUP leanings towards the Conservatives given the Labour leader’s historical sympathies towards Sinn Féin. 
Table 5 To which of the three largest UK political parties do you feel closest? 
DUP and UUP members

	
	DUP %
	UUP %

	Conservative
	49.6
	69.3

	None of them
	37.7
	18.5

	Labour
	 7.4
	2.5

	Liberal Democrats
	  0.8
	1.9


Support for the DUP’s backing for the Conservatives at Westminster transcends intra-unionist rivalries. Only 2 per cent of DUP voters and 2 per cent of UUP voters are opposed (although one-in-five unionists are unsure).
  

Britishness and sovereignty
To understand why the DUP has always opposed the EU, we need to comprehend the Party’s constructions of identity, the exclusivist nature of that identity, its defence of UK sovereignty and hostility to challenges to that sovereignty. Whlst the main threat has come from Irish republicans, the EU’s perceived second order challenge is also resented. The DUP’s opposition to the EU can be seen within this framework, not within a context of whether EU membership provides economic benefits for Northern Ireland. 

DUP members do not stress common links with Britain simply to serve their own political and economic interests.
  Nonetheless, In opposing a ‘border in the Irish sea’, the DUP has repeatedly stressed how it is Northern Ireland’s place within a UK ‘Single Market and Customs Union’ that provides the principal economic benefit, not cross-border trade, nor exports further afield to the rest of the EU. This may be true, although partly because Northern Ireland’s economy is weak beyond the agri-food sector. Nonetheless, the DUP’s attitude to the EU is framed not upon economic rationalism, but instead on a fusion of ‘institutional emotionalism’ – fidelity to British institutions of the Crown and (to a lesser extent) Westminster sovereignty, alongside attachment to the idea of Britishness as a distint cultural concept. 
An essential aspect of the DUP has always been the expression of identity politics. The Party stresses its Britishness, even if its form is distinctive. Whilst a regional loyalism to the ‘Protestants of Ulster’ was also an important feature of the DUP under the leadership of Ian Paisley, this was not at the expense of an overarching Britishness. Table 6 shows the identity of DUP members. In their extensive sense of Britishness they are little different from UUP members. However, the rejection of Northern Irishness is more extensive, considerably so compared to the percentage of Northern Ireland’s population claiming a Northern Irish identity, which has varied between slightly more than one-in-five
 to nearly one-in-three
 according to recent census and survey evidence, with Protestants, especially younger ones, slightly more likely to identify as such than Catholics. Unsurprisingly, European identity is non-existent.
Table 6 Which of these identities best describes the way you usually think of yourself? 
DUP and UUP members

	
	DUP %
	UUP %

	British
	79.6
	74.7

	Northern Irish
	 9.2
	17.4

	Ulster
	 7.6
	3.2

	Irish
	 1.4
	1.1

	Other
	 2.2
	3.6

	European
	 0.0
	0.0


The DUP claims to be ‘the protector of British identity and culture’
  against threats. Central to this are several forms of identification with Britishness or a British identity. Britishness as understood by members of the DUP remains more Protestant, more homogeneous and more socially conservative than senses of Britishness found elsewhere in the UK. The DUP has convinced most voting unionists that they are the best party to ensure the long-term security of the Union and the endurance of Britishness on the island. One of Ian Paisley’s parting claims when stepping down as party leader was that the DUP had ‘smashed Sinn Féin’, which had been forced to accept ‘the right of Britain to govern this country’.
 Since formation, the DUP has claimed that it offers the most direct and legitimate conduit for the political representation of a distinct ethno-cultural Protestant British identity. It has constantly maintained that the DUP offers the securest form of unionism and the strongest guarantee of   the continuance of the Union. The exclusiveness of the DUP sense of identity lies in the continued outright rejection by its members of any sense of Irishness. 
What matters to the DUP is ‘Northern Ireland’s relationship with the rest of the United Kingdom’
 The essence of the relationship with other parts of the UK has been encapsulated by robust claims to British identity and expressed through the values of cultural unionism,
 celebrating the virtues of Protestantism and the Union within a discrete ethnic identity. In so doing the DUP constantly recreates a self-defined party that places the defence of a (Protestant) British way of life at the core of its political values. The DUP offers aspects of culture, social relations, and religion within unionism
 that accentuate the distinctiveness and historical separation of Northern Ireland but within a UK framework.
 While this understanding of unionism remains central to the DUP, it also finds clear expression in other groupings, such as large sections of the Orange Order (to which 40 per cent of DUP members and a majority of DUP elected representatives belong) which is still regarded by many across unionism as being at the nucleus of cultural opposition to Irish unity.
 Attachment to Britishness is expressed through geography, national symbols, people, values and attitudes, cultural habits and behaviour, citizenship, language, and achievements.
 
For some within the DUP the association with Britishness is simply seen as innate and natural. As MP Gregory Campbell put it, ‘I instinctively describe myself as British’.
 Another MP, Sammy Wilson, expressed a similar sense of intuitive belonging when he said: ‘I would describe myself as British. I have just always regarded myself as British and that is the way it is.’
 One councillor simply stated, ‘I see the United Kingdom as my home and I feel British,
 while another claimed, ‘I know we’re British, like, and that’s it’.
 Another emphasized how he loathed alternative labels: ‘I would just call myself British, I really to be honest hate to be called Irish or Northern Irish.’
 
This Britishness is expressed through cultural attachment and a feeling of belonging to a wider British community. As the former Northern Ireland Assembly member (MLA) Nelson McCausland put it:
Britishness . . . is a sense of belonging to the United Kingdom and all the things it has achieved . . . essentially it is that a common sense of belonging to all of that history and culture, those are the things that I think shape it. That sort of liberal parliamentary democracy.

Another leading party member sought to explain his sense of being British as follows:
I think it is a sort of level of national pride, a certain element of monarchy, a sense of history, certain sort of British characteristics, whether defending the underdog, supporting a British team, standing patiently in a queue. I think it is a constantly evolving process.

The current DUP leader, Arlene Foster, expanded on her sense of belonging as follows:
It means having that connection with the UK. The visit of Her Majesty the Queen to Enniskillen . . . the Olympic torch coming to the whole of the UK including Northern Ireland, to watch the Olympics and to see merchandise for sale in Northern Ireland very openly British.

A common point of reference is the monarchy, of which these comments from a range of DUP elected representatives are typical:
Britishness to me? Well, it is just being part of the Union. I think a lot of it comes back to the Royal family for me, the Queen. I am very proud of the Royal family and the Queen. That is what keeps me British, more than saying I am Northern Irish.

I think it is a certain sense of history. I think it is linked in to some extent with pride in the monarchy, pride in British institutions.

[Britishness] means having the Queen as my monarch; having my flag.

What matters is the connection to a British ‘way of life’. The (suspended) MP Ian Paisley (Jnr) insists: 
‘I don’t look to see what is happening in the Irish exchequer. I am interested in what is happening in the British budget . . . interested in English football teams, in television, such as British soap operas, all those things.’
 
Another put it this way:
Britishness—you can tick all the boxes, the Queen, the flag, the economy . . . parliament, everything about it …  We are brought up in the British way of life and not the Irish way of life.

As one delegate at the annual conference in 2013 put it, ‘it’s not that we feel British . . . we are British’.

Given the allegiance to Britishness, is there any scope for alternative identities or support for bi-national or supranational institutions? Expression of Northern Irish identity is evident (in the form of, for example, support for the Northern Ireland soccer team) but is not commonplace as the defining identiy, within the DUP. One such adherent suggests localism and loyalty to his country (as distinct from the UK state) as key: 
I would actually view myself as being from Northern Ireland. First and foremost, I’m from Northern Ireland. I’m proud to be from Northern Ireland. I do write ‘British’ as my nationality in various forms because there is no other box to tick. I wish there was, so I could put down ‘Northern Irish’. I suppose it’s a bit odd. But I’m from Northern Ireland and I take great pride in it … I am probably loyalist rather than Unionist, and loyalist in the sense that I am loyal to our wee country.

Many, however, are resistant to the idea of Northern Irishness as a central point of identity:
Northern Irish is not a term I use. I always say British. I might say I am an Ulsterman, but never Northern Irish.

If someone asked my nationality I would say British. I don’t have a strong sense of Northern Ireland.

To describe myself as Northern Irish . . . I always think it shows less of a commitment to . . . the Union. I would describe myself as part of that British unit.

We are part of the United Kingdom, we are British. We are not Northern Irish and we are definitely not Irish. We are all British and we are Ulster men and women.

Northern Irish in any way? No, I suppose we are different, but to create a false Identity of Northern Irish—to stand there alone. We are aligned to the mainland, we aren’t so different.

One MLA claimed that: ‘[Northern Irish] is a play with words to antagonize unionism. I don’t recognize Northern Irishness.’
 For another the recent prominence of Northern Irishness was seen as part of a deliberate strategy to undermine Protestant British identity, and they claimed to ‘feel uneasy about a lot of these terms, for the reason that a lot of people are using them for political advantage’.

Former MLA Nelson McCausland concurred, arguing:
Northern Irishness was deliberately pushed by government because the term was that ambiguous. It was generating and creates that middle ground… I don’t see myself as Irish or Northern or any other type of Irishness. I live in Northern Ireland but I don’t see myself as Irish.

This rejection of Irishness and Irish identity by DUP members is pervasive. The following quotations are representative of the views of many members:
I don’t have any sense of an Irish identity. No, I never see that. But then that’s how we were brought up.

I am British. I support the UK and Northern Ireland being part of it. I don’t like being called Irish. It’s a different country.

Do I have a sense of Irish identity? We live on the island of Ireland but that is it.

I’m British . . . I don’t see myself as Irish at all, culturally, and socially. My allegiance is entirely with the United Kingdom.

I am part of the UK and Northern Ireland. I’m always British, not Northern Irish. I don’t feel Irish.

DUP MP Gregory Campbell expanded his thinking as follows:
If you look to America and ask the average Canadian if he or she is American, if you say to them is there not a bit of you that is American and they will say ‘no I am a Canadian’. I may be in the landmass that is North America, but Americanism to a Canadian is the USA. To them, if you want to describe the American flag, the American way of life, anything that has the word America in it, that means the USA. That might not be right but that’s the way it is, that is the way they look at it. Every Canadian I have ever asked, that is what they say, and that is what happens to me when you say Irish.

Even those cognizant of multi-dimensional aspects of their identity refused to recognize Irishness as a possible component. Take the following from William Humphrey:
I’m British [but] my identity is multi-layered. When I’m at football I’m Northern Irish, when I’m on the mainland I say I’m from Northern Ireland. That is in a British context. Then in Europe, I’m from the UK, when in America I’m from the UK. I’m British, I’m an Orangeman. I’m an Ulster Scot. I’m not Irish in any way.

Arlene Foster elaborates:
There are so many layers to identity. You can’t just say that you are one thing and I think that’s true no matter where you come from. I could identify myself as a Fermanagh person, or I could identify myself by religion. What am I comfortable with? I am comfortable with being called British; I am comfortable being called Northern Irish. Not comfortable being called Irish because it associates with everything green and Gaelic and everything from the Republic of Ireland.

In 2008 the DUP responded directly to what the party claimed was a coherent and sustained attack on their British identity by announcing it would form an ‘Academy for Britishness’
 as a think-tank to undertake research on themes related to British identity. At the same time, it announced the formation of a ‘British Cultural and Equality Unit’ to ‘monitor and respond to attacks on unionist culture’.
 However, little has been heard of either body since.  

This section has attempted to show that British affiliation and identity trumps everything for the DUP core. Agreements that attempt to transform Northern Ireland into a bi-national entity – as the pluralist, parity of esteem based Good Friday Agreement strived are eschewed, as is the supranationalism of the EU, seen as imposing its authority upon UK democracy. The degree of fidelity to emotional and institutional Britishness exceeds that within Britain itself.
DUP voters and the reinforcement of membership perceptions
Most (79 per cent) DUP voters also identitfy as British. 18 per cent describe themselves as Northern Irish (higher than among members) and none identify as Irish or European.
 We have already noted that 7 in 10 DUP voters supported leaving the EU in the 2016 referendum.
 Almost one year on, with controversy and difficulties over Brexit, did this position still hold? The 2017 Northern Ireland Westminster election survey data suggests yes and indicates more broadly (not shown here) that party choice, unionist or nationalist affiliation and religion were the key variables in shaping attitudes to Brexit, far more than age, social class or income. Table 7 shows little evidence of remorse among DUP voters, two-thirds of who still backed Brexit at the 2017 election, with fewer than one-in-five opposed to the idea. Unionist voters more broadly seemed content with the idea, the percentage of UUP Brexit supporters having increased since the 2016 referendum.  The contrast with the pro-EU stance of Sinn Fein voters is also shown, by way of contrast.

Table7 ‘It is right to leave the EU’
	
	DUP
	UUP
	SF

	Strongly Agree/Agree
	 66.1
	63.1
	 9.8

	Neither agree/disagree/don’t know
	17.4
	15.4
	20.8

	Disagree/Strongly disagree
	18.5
	21.5
	69.4


Source: 2017 Northern Ireland Westminster Election survey
Despite much commentary concerning Brexit re-awakening the constitutional question over the status of Northern Ireland, DUP voters appear sanguine. As Table 8 shows, few DUP supporters think that reunification is the likely consequence. Added to the possibility of ‘taking back control’ and bolstering British sovereignty relative to the EU, this may help explain why the DUP base is supportive of Brexit. Sinn Féin voters are far from overwhelmingly confident that Brexit bolster their reunification ambitions; DUP voters, in contrast, appear relaxed over ultimate outcomes.
Table 8 ‘Brexit makes a united Ireland more likely’
	
	DUP
	UUP
	SF

	Strongly Agree/Agree
	13.8
	20.0
	41.5

	Neither agree nor disagree/don’t know
	27.9
	29.2
	48.0

	Disagree/Strongly Disagree
	58.3
	50.8
	19.1


Source: 2017 Northern Ireland Westminster Election survey

DUP voters are fairly even divided over whether the UK leaving the EU will harden the border between Northern Ireland and Ireland, their views largely in line with UUP voters, as Table 9 indicates.  Some DUP voters for whom Ireland remains very much a ‘foreign country’ of course may be unconcerned, unlike most Sinn Féin backers. 
Table 9 Leaving the EU will harden the border

	
	DUP
	UUP
	SF

	Strongly Agree/Agree
	37.7
	36.9
	56.4

	Neither agree/disagree/don’t know
	31.3
	27.8
	29.5

	Disagree/Strongly Disagree
	30.9
	35.3
	13.6


Source: 2017 Northern Ireland Westminster Election survey

One final aspect of the DUP voting base ought to be considered. We have already suggested that economic arguments over wisdom or otherwise of EU membership did not resonate to the extent found elsewhere in the UK, among unionists at least. An aspect of the UK-wide Brexit campaign that may have been influential, however, was the demand of Brexiteers to ‘take control’ of immigration, even though Northern Ireland has the lowest migration rate of any UK region. As Table 10 shows, only a minority of DUP (and UUP) voters believe immigration to have been beneficial to Northern Ireland, whereas more Sinn Féin voters view immigration positively than negatively. Whilst more research is needed on these attitudes, the basic date hints that the construction of Britishness among DUP voters may resemble the particularistic, exclusivist model offered by party members. 
Table 10 Immigration to Northern Ireland has been good for the economy and society
	
	DUP
	UUP
	SF

	Strongly Agree/Agree
	 25.7
	32.3
	40.4

	Neither/Don’t know
	 27.0
	20.1
	26.2

	Disagree/Strongly Disagree
	 47.3
	47.6
	32.8


Source: 2017 Northern Ireland Westminster Election survey

Conclusion

It is sensible to be cautious in extrapolating too much from unionist party memberships in Northern Ireland over attitudes to Brexit. Only 1 per cent of the British electorate belong to political parties (a percentage still falling) and membership of Northern Ireland’s political parties as a percentage of the electorate appears even lower.
 Nonetheless, our membership study of the DUP, completed prior to the Brexit referendum, offers insights into the prevailing negative attitudes to any perceived dilution of Britishness which lie at the heart of anti-EU sentiment within the party. 
Such attitudes may not be grounded in realism. Whilst membership of supranational institutions may entail the pooling of sovereignty, the EU has not offered any challenge to Northern Ireland’s place in the UK, nor to those symbols of Britishness, such as the monarchy, held so dear by DUP members.  The DUP nonetheless remains comfortable and proud in its opposition to the EU, seeing its consistent Euroscepticism as indicative of the Party’s ‘commitment to principle’, the party scathing over the ‘deafness of the EU institutions to change’.

Aspects of the UK-wide Brexit referendum campaign did resonate with members of unionist parties in Northern Ireland, but they were those concerned with sovereignty, national identity and control of immigration more than the economic debates. Whilst the DUP’s opposition to the EU has lost the religious aspect cultivated by its founder and leader for many years, the DUP’s opposition to binationalism and supranationalism remains intact. Its members are unlikely to warm to the EU any time soon. The UUP leadership declared itself for Remain in 2016 but found itself unable to take the majority of either its members or voters along. The DUP has no incentive to even attempt such a reshaping of attitudes, instead using its highly active membership (three-quarters claiming to be highly or fairly active) to emphasise to their voters that only one union matters- that of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Alignments between the EU, Irish government and Sinn Féin amid concerns over the border ensure that the DUP message is broadcast louder in the zero-game politics that still characterize Northern Ireland.
References
� Garry, J.’ (2017) ‘The EU referendum vote in Northern Ireland: Implications for our undersatanding of citizens’ political views and behaviour’ Northern Ireland Assembly Knowledge Exchange Seminar Series 2016-17, available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.qub.ac.uk/brexit/Brexitfilestore/Filetoupload,728121,en.pdf" �https://www.qub.ac.uk/brexit/Brexitfilestore/Filetoupload,728121,en.pdf�





� Tonge J. Braniff, M., Hennessey, T., McAuley, J. and Whiting, S. (2014) The Democratic Unionist Party: From Protest to Power, Oxford: Oxford University Press.





� Tonge. J. et al. (2017) ‘The 2017 ESRC Northern Ireland General Election study’, available at � HYPERLINK "https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=8234" �https://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=8234�





� Garry, J.’ (2017) ‘The EU referendum vote in Northern Ireland: Implications for our undersatanding of citizens’ political views and behaviour’; Tonge. J. et al. (2017) ‘The 2017 ESRC Northern Ireland General Election study’





� Evans, J. and Tonge, J. (2009) ‘Social Class and Party Choice in Northern Ireland’s Ethnic Blocs’, West European Politics, 32.5, 1012-30.





� Evans and Tonge, ‘The Future of the “Radical Centre” in Northern Ireland after the Good Friday Agreement’, Political Studies, 51.1, 26-50; Murray, G. and Tonge, J. (2005) Sinn Fein and the SDLP; London: Hurst; J. Tonge and J. Evans (2001) ‘Northern Ireland’s Third Tradition(s): The Alliance Party Surveyed’, British Elections and Parties Review, 11, 104–18; P. Whiteley, P. Seyd, and J. Richardson (1994) True Blues: The Politics of Conservative Party Membership, Oxford: Oxford University Press.


� See for example Ganiel, G. (2009) ‘”Battling in Brussels”: The DUP and the European Union, Irish Political Studies, 24.4. 575-88.





� See for example Oxford Economics (2016) The Eonomic Implications of a UK Exit from the EU for Northern Ireland, available at � HYPERLINK "https://d1iydh3qrygeij.cloudfront.net/Media/Default/Brexit/Brexit-NI-Report.pdf" �https://d1iydh3qrygeij.cloudfront.net/Media/Default/Brexit/Brexit-NI-Report.pdf�





�  Bush, K. and Houston, K. (2012) ‘The Story of PEACE: Learning from EU PEACE funding in Northern Ireland and the Border Region, Belfast: INCORE, available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.seupb.eu/sites/default/files/styles/file_entity_browser_thumbnail/public/PEACE%20Content%20Type/9668%20-%20SEUPB%20The%20Story%20of%20Peace%20D9.pdf" �https://www.seupb.eu/sites/default/files/styles/file_entity_browser_thumbnail/public/PEACE%20Content%20Type/9668%20-%20SEUPB%20The%20Story%20of%20Peace%20D9.pdf�





� See for example � HYPERLINK "https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/feb/07/n-ireland-police-chief-says-hard-brexit-border-posts-would-be-paramilitary-target" �https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/feb/07/n-ireland-police-chief-says-hard-brexit-border-posts-would-be-paramilitary-target�





� Peter Robinson, ‘Unionists are in Control Says Deputy Leader’. Archived at: <http://www.dup.org.uk/Articles.asp?Article_ID=2732> accessed July 2007.


� Interview with Down DUP Councillor, Ballynahinch, 11 Sept. 2012.


� � HYPERLINK "https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665869/Joint_report_on_progress_during_phase_1_of_negotiations_under_Article_50_TEU_on_the_United_Kingdom_s_orderly_withdrawal_from_the_European_Union.pdf" �https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665869/Joint_report_on_progress_during_phase_1_of_negotiations_under_Article_50_TEU_on_the_United_Kingdom_s_orderly_withdrawal_from_the_European_Union.pdf�





� Tonge. J. et al. (2017) ‘The 2017 ESRC Northern Ireland General Election study’.





� See Cochrane, F. (1997) Unionist Politics and the Politics of Unionism, Cork: Cork University Press, 70.


� The Northern Ireland Life and Times 2012 Survey showed 22 per cent adopting a Northern Irish identity, <www.nilt.ac.uk>, accessed Oct. 2013. See also D. Morrow (2013) ‘Northern Ireland Remains Sharply Divided over National Identity But with No Strong Desire for Irish Unity’, Belfast Telegraph, 10 June.


� ‘Census 2011: Northern Ireland’, suggested 29% held a Northern Irish identity. Available at <http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2012/dec/11/2011-census-northern-ireland-religion-identity> accessed Sept. 2013.


� S. Dempster (2008) ‘DUP Issues Leaflet on its Achievements’, News Letter, 14 July.


� I. Paisley. (2008) ‘I Did Smash Sinn Féin’, <http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7285912.stm>, 16 Sept. 2008, accessed Oct. 2013.


� W. Hazleton (1993) ‘Constitutional Uncertainty and Political Deadlock: Overcoming Unionist Intransigence in Northern Ireland’, Journal of Conflict Studies, 13/3, 24–41.


� N. Porter (1996) Rethinking Unionism: An Alternative Vision for Northern Ireland, Belfast: Blackstaff.


� Porter, Rethinking Unionism, 166.


� B. Graham (2004) ‘The Past in the Present: The Shaping of Identity in Loyalist Ulster’, Terrorism and Political Violence, 16/3, 493.


� J. W. McAuley, J. Tonge, and A. Mycock (2011) Loyal to the Core: Orangeism and Britishness in Northern Ireland, Dublin: Irish Academic Press.


� Commission for Racial Equality (2005) The Decline of Britishness: A Research Study, London: CRE.


� Interview with Gregory Campbell, DUP MP, East Londonderry, 18 Oct. 2012.


� Interview with Sammy Wilson, DUP MLA, East Antrim, 25 Jan. 2013.


� Interview with Coleraine DUP councillor, 5 Oct. 2012.


� Interview with DUP Councillor Mark Baxter, Craigavon, 5 Nov. 2012.


� Interview with DUP Strangford councillor, 11 Sept. 2012.


� Interview with Nelson McCausland, DUP MLA, Belfast North, 9 Jan. 2013.


� Interview with Peter Weir, DUP MLA, North Down, 9 Nov. 2012.


� Interview with Arlene Foster MLA (now DUP leader) 24 Jan. 2013.


� Interview with Fermanagh councillor, 15 Mar. 2013.


� Interview with Peter Weir, 9 Nov. 2012.


� Interview with DUP MLA, 4 Dec. 2012.


� T. Hennessey and R. Wilson (1997) With All Due Respect: Pluralism and Parity of Esteem, Democratic Dialogue, report no. 7, Belfast: Democratic Dialogue.


� Interview with Councillor Alan Leslie, Bangor, 20 Sept. 2012.


� Conversation with delegate, DUP annual conference, Belfast, Nov. 2012.


� Interview with Paula Bradley DUP MLA, Newtownabbey, 20 Sept. 2012.


� Interview with Strangford councillor, 11 Sept. 2012.


� Interview with Peter Weir, DUP MLA, 9 Nov. 2012.


� Interview with Sammy Wilson, 25 Jan. 2013.


� Fermanagh DUP membership focus group, 26 Apr. 2013.


� Interview with Trevor Clarke MLA, South Antrim, 22 Jan. 2013.


� Interview with DUP MLA, 4 Dec. 2012.


� Interview with Sydney Anderson, DUP MLA, Craigavon, 5 Nov. 2012.


� Interview with Nelson McCausland, 9 Jan. 2013.


� Interview with Paula Bradley, 20 Sept. 2012.


� Interview with Belfast DUP councillor, 27 Sept. 2012.


� Interview with Craigavon DUP councillor, 5 Nov. 2012.


� Interview with Jim Shannon, DUP MP, Strangford, 3 Oct. 2012.


� Interview with Dungannon DUP councillor, 27 Nov. 2012.


� Interview with Gregory Campbell, Stormont, 18 Oct. 2012.


� Interview with William Humphrey, DUP MLA, Belfast, 9 Jan. 2013.


� Interview with Arlene Foster, 24 Jan. 2013.


� ‘DUP Fights Back Against “Erosion of Britishness”’, News Letter, 25 June 2008.


� In a leaflet, ‘DUP Delivering’, published in July 2008, the party claimed that these two new bodies were originated to fight back against those attempting ‘to erode our British identity’ and to resist ‘those who wage an anti-British agenda’.


�  Tonge. J. et al. (2017) ‘The 2017 ESRC Northern Ireland General Election study’


�  Garry, J (2017) The EU referendum vote in Northern Ireland: Implications for our undersatanding of citizens’ political views and behaviour’. 


� McGuinness, F. (2012) ‘Membership of UK Political Parties’, Westminster: House of Commons Library, available at <www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/SN05125.pdf>, accessed Aug. 2013. Party membership surveys of the SDLP and Alliance Party respectively can be found in G. Murray and J. Tonge (2005) Sinn Fein and the SDLP: From Alienation to Participation, London: Hurst; and J. Evans and J. Tonge (2003) ‘The Future of the Radical Centre After the Good Friday Agreement’, Political Studies, 51/1, 26–50.


� Democratic Unionist Party (2017) Standing Strong for Northern Ireland, Westminster election manifesto, Belfast: DUP, 10.





2

